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VISION STATEMENT
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
is committed to living out
the unconditional love and radical hospitality of Jesus
in our worship,
in our service to the world,
and in our shared life.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
We value, respect, and engage people as children of God expecting to
encounter Christ in everyone we meet.
We care for one another as Christ cares for us and seek to create
relationships of love and support.
We believe all that we are, and all that we have, are gifts that have
been entrusted to us by God to be shared with others.
We seek to serve others following the example of Christ.
We encounter God in a way that forms and feeds us.
We forgive others as we have been forgiven.
We seek to be transformed through our relationship with Christ so as
to live as Christ's disciples in the world.

Adopted by the congregation 12 May 2019
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REPORT OF THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Chuck Book
This past year has been a challenging one to say the least. Our world has been up-ended by the
pandemic. Some have lost income, jobs, and in some cases, even loved ones. Many of us long for
the time when we can again meet safely with family and friends. As we navigate these difficult
times my thoughts and prayers are with each one of you. Yet the Holy Spirit continues to be made
known to us.
Through all of these and other hardships, we’ve managed to persevere as a community in Christ —
engaging each other remotely for meetings, and participating in online and outdoor worship
services. These examples truly speak to the power of the Holy Spirit as well as the dedication,
character and resilience of the people of Good Shepherd.
I was honored and humbled this past fall when you elected me to Council. Since that time, I’ve
seen many of those qualities of dedication and character again and again by way of faithful service
to others. Besides presiding over Council as president, I had the privilege of attending or serving on
the Child Protection Committee, the Finance Task Force and the Safety and Security Task Force.
This time gave me a first-hand account of some of the many ways that members share their time and
talents in our collective church lives.
As we begin 2021, our fiftieth year as a congregation, I give thanks for your continued faithfulness
and how God has blessed us, and guided us, over these last five decades. With that in mind, an
Anniversary Task Force will be looking at ways and times throughout the year when we can
celebrate our time together. Whether you’re new to Good Shepherd or you’ve been with us since
the merger of Advent and St. Marks those many years ago, you’re part of a very special family. One
of which I’m particularly proud to be part — and worth celebrating.
Though we celebrate the vitality of our congregation over the past fifty years, we are by no means
the same as we once were. We’ve learned new things, and have adapted and changed with God’s
help. That evolution continues to this day as we look and pray for new ways that God will guide,
direct and continue to bless us.
My thanks and blessings to all of you as we look forward to a bright future together.

Chuck Book, Council President
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REPORT OF THE PASTORS
Rev. Mark L. Russell and Rev. Carla Christopher Wilson
As we gather for our spring semi-annual congregational meeting, there is much for which to give
thanks! You will recall that last spring we were unable to meet, but conducted all of our 2020
“business” at our November meeting. We have been through a lot since last spring, with the
pandemic reshaping a lot of how we have been able to do ministry. But our ministry did continue,
thanks to your faithfulness and adaptability. And filled with Easter faith and hope, we continue to
move forward. God is good!
While we will remain online and in the parking lot for the summer, we are preparing for in-person
worship and activities when we can reenter our building. When we do so we will not just “pick up
where we left off.” There will be much that is “new” in the “new normal” that follows the
pandemic. The coronavirus has caused such a significant interruption to our previous ways of
doing and being that, in some ways, what was no longer exists. The world itself has changed, and
we have been changed too, individually and as a congregation. The situation and needs of the
community around us have changed. Our perspective, as far as what is important to us, has been
affected by the experiences we have had. In moving forward, we will need to ask, “What is core to
our identity and mission?” “What from our life and ministry before the pandemic do we want to
include now?” “What are the things we have learned during the pandemic that we want to
continue?” And, “What new things will we want to explore together?”
Through this year and next, a lot of our time and attention, as well as conversations together, will
be focused on reimagining and reprioritizing much of what we do as a church. It is becoming
increasingly clear that there is no “going back” to life as it was; there is only moving forward into
what life will now need to be. It is true for each one of us. It is true for Good Shepherd as well.
While acknowledging the grief that may accompany that realization, we are confident that, guided
by the Holy Spirit, we will be able to discern what God is calling us to now, and that God will
bless us as we do so. We also believe that the faith commitment, resilience, and creativity this
congregation has demonstrated throughout the pandemic will enable us to respond, well and
faithfully, to the challenges and opportunities ahead.
We want to say a word of thanks to outgoing Council members Stephanie Lower, Barbi Ressler,
and Rod Schoening, and youth member Morgan Smith. They contributed much as we navigated
our way through a challenging time. As we elect new members to serve, we now welcome their
gifts and perspectives and give thanks that we will continue to be blessed with quality leadership as
we move forward. God is good!
Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Pastor Mark Russell

Pastor Carla Wilson
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MINUTES SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING ON NOVEMBER 22, 2020

MINUTES SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING ON NOVEMBER 22, 2020

Call to Order
Dr. Kristen Albert, President of Congregation Council and Presiding Officer, called the meeting to
order at 10:40 am, following the 10:00 am Outdoor Worship Service.
Prayer
Pastor Russell led us in prayer.
Adoption of Minutes
Semi-Annual Meeting of November 24, 2019
A motion made by Ellen Wismer and seconded by Ann Haase was adopted to approve the minutes
as written.
Call Vote on January 19, 2020
A motion made by Jim Haase and seconded by Rod Schoening was adopted to approve the minutes
as written.
2021 Budget Overview-Using the Narrative Budget
Pastor Russell reviewed the Narrative Budget and reported that we have no way to predict how the
pandemic will affect our expenses. The 2021 Budget was prepared assuming “things are normal”
and simply updated 2020 figures based on what we do know, and otherwise left the budget mostly
“as is.” Pastor thanked everyone for their faithful giving and support during this “uncertain time.”
Approval of Budget
A motion made by John Walling and seconded by Linda Stuver was adopted to approve the 2021
Budget.
Presentation of Nominees for Council
Kris Albert, President, presented the following Nominees for Council:
Chuck Book
Dr. Shirley Hunter
Roxanne Koch
Alex Johnson
Morgan Smith, Youth rep. (1 year)
Election of Congregation Council Members
A motion made by Paul Oster and seconded by Ellen Wismer was adopted to elect the nominees for
Council.
Approval of Nominating Committee
Kris Albert, President, reported that a Nominating committee needs to be approved. This committee
is responsible for securing the names of nominees to serve a term on the Congregation Council, as
well as those willing to represent the congregation as voting members at the June assembly of the
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Lower Susquehanna Synod. The Constitution sets the number on the Nominating Committee at six,
three of whom are outgoing Council members, and none of whom served on last year’s
Nominating Committee.
The proposed Nominating Committee includes the following:
Terry Lauchnor
Judy Lefever
Stephanie Lower
Barb Ressler
Rod Schoening
Charlotte Spinella
A motion made by John Walling and seconded by Dale Lefever was adopted to approve the
proposed Nominating committee.
Review of Congregational Report
Kris Albert, President, commented on how last year at this time we had no way of knowing what
lay ahead. Enter the COVID-19 pandemic. The Pastors and Congregation Council had to start
Reimagining and reinventing. Revising and revisioning. Recreating and readjusting. Kris thanked
the Pastors for their strength, determination, love, and leadership to hold us together in these past
eight months. Kris also acknowledged Council for their leadership and being very dedicated, going
above and beyond to thoughtfully guide and support the challenges that have arisen during this
most unusual time. Kris also acknowledged the COVID-19 Task Force dedicated volunteers that
created a COVID-19 Action Plan that has served to guide all things related to our closing and
re-opening, with the primary focus on the health and safety of our parishioners. Kris also
acknowledged the COVID-19 Financial Task Force team who continues to pay special attention to
our congregation’s finances to make sure we have a clear sense of the impact of the pandemic on
the budget, and to bring to the Council’s attention any particular needs or concerns. Kris also
thanked the many faithful people who volunteered to help because they care so very much about
the Good Shepherd family and ministries. We are so blessed, thanks go out to all.
Additional Comments
Pastor Russell thanked the Council members whose terms expired in the spring for serving an
additional six months, until such time as we can hold this meeting. Thanks to Kris Albert, Tammy
Brenner, Ann Haase, and Bob Walton for their additional time of service. Pastor Russell recognized
and thanked Kris Albert for her wise and skilled leadership and commitment as President of
Council that has been especially important to us in this time. Pastor Russell also recognized and
thanked Ed White for his commitment and many years serving as Property Committee Chairman.
Adjournment
A motion made by Rod Schoening and seconded by Bruce Schreiter was adopted to adjourn the
meeting at 10:55 am.
Respectfully submitted,
Janet Musser
Congregation Council Secretary
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NOMINATIONS FOR COUNCIL

The Nominating Committee elected at the congregational meeting in the fall of 2020 secured the
following nominees for our Congregation Council. Four will each serve a three-year term; the
Youth Council member will serve a one-year term.

The Nominees to serve on Council are:
CHRISTY DIETRICH
RACHAEL MCCORMACK
DEB MCLAIN
RANDY PATTERSON
KEVIN BROOKS*
*Kevin will serve as the Youth Member of Council.

NOMINATONS FOR VOTING MEMBERS TO SYNOD ASSEMBLY

The Nominating Committee elected at the congregational meeting in the fall of 2020 secured the
following nominees to represent us at the 2021 Assembly of the Lower Susquehanna Synod.

The Nominees to Synod Assembly are:
DR. KRISTIN ALBERT
KATHY SALTZER
BOB WALTON
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