
We all live in a watershed.  When it rains or snows, water or runoff from 

our yards goes into the streams, rivers and lakes, and ultimately ends up 
in the ocean.  The water is used for agriculture and manufacturing.  It 
provides a habitat to many plants and animals.  And, we are all using it 
for drinking water!   
 

We all have a responsibility to protect the quality of our water.  
Here are a few of the many ways we can work together to positively 
impact our watershed and our environment. 

 

1. Avoid viewing the sink and toilet as trash cans.  What goes down the sink or toilet ends up at a wastewater treatment 

facility, where pollutants are reduced or removed.  In some situations where there is more waste than the facility was 
designed to treat, untreated water is released directly into our waterways.   

 

 ACTION STEP: Avoid flushing hair, dental floss, cotton balls, contact lenses, bleach, and medications down the 

toilet or sink because these items don’t break down. 
 

2. Pay attention to storm drains.  It is a common misconception that storm water runoff from streets, parking lots, and 

driveways goes to a treatment facility.  In reality, storm water and the pollution it carries go directly into creeks and 
rivers untreated.  This includes road salt, litter, pet waste, lawn fertilizer, weed killer, leaves, grass clippings, automobile 
oils, and the soap from washing your car.   

 

 ACTION STEP: If you live near a storm drain, be responsible and keep it clean. 

 

3. Start to use pervious (porous) surfaces.  Porous surfaces allow storm water to be absorbed into the ground, instead of 

running off into the street and storm drains.  Until recently, most rooves, driveways, walkways, and patios have been 
made of older types of asphalt and concrete that don’t absorb any water. 

 

 ACTION STEP: Consider new pavement materials, along with more grass and “green” rooves. 

 

4. Install a rain barrel.  Rain barrels attach to the end of a down spout.  They capture and store rainwater running off your 

roof, keeping it from flowing into storm drains.  The rain water can be reused to water plants and lawns, or even wash 
cars.  The water is better for your plants than treated water, as it has less chlorine.  Using rain barrels can also lessen 
the amount of water needed from municipal sources, reducing your water bill. 

 

 ACTION STEP: Collect rain water, and use it to water plants or wash your car. 

 

5. Plant a rain garden.  Rain gardens are designed to absorb and filter water into the ground, reducing the amount of runoff 

entering storm drains or streams.  Including native trees, shrubs, and perennials adds beauty to the area. 
 

 ACTION STEP: Create a rain garden on a slope or depressed area of your property, where rain gathers. 

 

6. Use native plants and trees.  Native plants are better suited to our area.  They require less watering and fertilization to 

flourish, and are better able to handle extended periods of wet and dry weather.  A single tree can reduce runoff by 
intercepting 500-750 gallons of water per year!  Trees reduce erosion and the amount of sediment entering the water.  
They also provide shelter and food to wildlife, and cleanse the air by absorbing carbon dioxide. 

 

 ACTION STEP: Research what plants and trees are native to our area, and plan to plant some! 

    

“No one can do everything, but we all can do something!” 
 

If you are interested in ongoing opportunities to learn about and participate in environmental stewardship, contact Penn 
State Watershed Steward and LCGS member Stephanie Lower, who prepared this Creation Connection for A Different 
Block Party.  Stephanie’s email address is Slower2nd@aol.com. 


